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this important maxim, policy as well as good
faith have enjoined upon me the most
scrupulous observance. . The same maxim
is peculiarly applicable to general education.
In all schools and colleges supported by
Government, this principle cannot be too
strongly enforced. All interference and in-
judicious tampering with the religious belief
of the students, all mingling of direct or
indirect teaching of Christianity with the
system of instruction ought to be positively
forbidden."1

It should, however, be pointed out that the
Government followed the policy of religious
neutrality not as a, matter of principle but as a
matter of expediency. "What really influenced
the Government, and still more the Directors
at home, was their responsibility for the main-
tenance of law and order in India, and their dread
of endangering imperial interests or the prosperity
of the country by popular discontent or suspicion."2
The East India Company was established in -1600

1 Arthur Ho well, Education in British India, p.   34.
2 Arthur Mayhew, Christianity and the Government of India,
p.  178; also M.R.  Paranjpe, A   Source   Book   of Modem
Indian Education, pp, xiii-xvi.